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Congratulations to Jessie Aney of Rochester, Minn., who was named one of two national 
winners of the USTA Bill Talbert Junior Sportsmanship Award given to a junior player who 
exemplifies the finest qualities of sportsmanship in tournament play and the finest traditions 
of the great sportspersons of tennis past and present. Aney and co-recipient Star Makarome 
of Wesley Chapel, Fla., were honored at the International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport, R.I., in 
July, but Aney was unable to attend the ceremonies because she was still playing in the USTA 
National Clay Court Championships in Memphis, Tenn. Aney and Makarome will be recognized 
again on September 7 at the USTA Awards Breakfast at the USTA Semiannual Meeting in New 
York City during the US Open.

“This is such an awesome award and I am really honored to receive it,” Aney said. “Sportsmanship 
is a big deal for me when I am on the tennis court. Honestly, is the most important thing when I 
am playing a match. You always want to be a good person while you compete as your character 
stays with you forever. I would never sacrifice good sportsmanship just to win a match.”

Aney, who will be a freshman at the University of North Carolina this fall, is the top-ranked 
18-year-old in USTA Northern and currently ranks ninth nationally. Aney earned a bronze ball 
at the 2014 National Clay Courts and won the consolation championship this year. She also will 
be representing USTA Northern at the 2015 US Open National Playoffs in women’s doubles with 
Alexis Nelson (St. Paul, Minn.). In 2014, Aney also competed at the US Open National Qualifier in 
women’s singles, and in 2012 in mixed doubles. The past two years, she won a gold ball, going 
undefeated, at the USTA Spring Team Championships. 

She has won numerous USTA Northern Section singles and doubles titles and was a bronze ball 
winner at the 2010 USTA Winter Nationals. In 2012, she won the Minnesota Class AA girls doubles 
championships with her sister, Katie, and in 2011, the Class AA singles title as an eighth grader. 
In 2015, she led her high school boys tennis team to a third-place finish at the state tournament 
where she was undefeated at the #1 singles position.

In 2010, Aney became the first girl to win the Sports Illustrated SportsKid of the Year award. She 
also is one of the best girls hockey players in the country. She was the top scorer in Minnesota 
high school hockey last season and was invited to attend the USA Hockey National Camp to 
try out for the USA National team before deciding to concentrate fully on tennis. She is also an 
accomplished pianist and is an active member of her church.

Aney has won a number of national sportsmanship awards over the years including being 
named the Girls 18s winner at the National Clay Court Championships in 2015. She also won the 
Girls 16s Intersectionals and 18s National Clay Courts award in 2013, and in 2012, she won the 14s 
National Clay Courts Sportsmanship award. Aney was also the 2014 winner of the USTA Northern 
Jerry Noyce Sportsmanship Award.

To sum up Aney’s incredible sportsmanship after playing a national tournament last summer 
in California, tournament referee Bonnie Middlebrook wrote this to the USTA Northern office 
about her.

“Jessie Aney is a superstar in my book. I had a lump in my throat as I spoke to her after the 
match expressing my amazement at her poise, maturity and demeanor. I do not know if I will ever 
meet this young lady again, but it was important to me that I acknowledge her sportsmanship in 
some way as I have never written a letter like this about any player who I have seen.”

Jessie Aney 
USTA Bill Talbert Junior Sportsmanship Award

Wins
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The USTA has announced that 
the Reed Sweatt Family Tennis 
Center in Minneapolis is one of 
13 winners in its 34th annual 
USTA Facility Awards Program, 
which recognizes excellence in 

the construction and/or renovation of tennis facilities throughout the 
country. Representatives from the Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Center 
will be honored September 6 at the USTA Semiannual Meeting at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City.

Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Center is home to an inspiring spectrum 
of diverse players from children to players in their late 90’s. The facility 
welcomes some 3,500 players through its revolving doors each week 
with 1,210 court hours logged. Nestled in Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Park, part of the number one public park system in the na-
tion, the Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Center supports free and low-cost 
programming to help unleash the potential of under-resourced youth.

Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Center is named in honor of the ICT 
founders Lachlan Reed and Harold Sweatt who created InnerCity 
Tennis in 1952 to provide opportunities for urban youth to thrive and 
prosper within the lifetime sport of tennis.

“Great tennis facilities like the Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Center help 
us grow the game at the grassroots level, and we are proud to recog-
nize them for their ongoing impact on the sport of tennis,” said Kurt 
Kamperman, Chief Executive, Community Tennis, USTA. “Reed Sweatt 
Family Tennis Center has embraced many of our tennis initiatives and 
kept the sport at the the forefront of their community each year.”

To be considered for an award, facilities must be under the 
jurisdiction of a parks and recreation department, an educational 
institution, a non-profit corporation, or be a private or commercially 
owned and operated facility that offer both USTA and public 
programming designed to help grow tennis.

Facilities were judged upon the following criteria: overall layout 
and adaptation to site; excellence of court surface and lights; ease 
of maintenance; accommodations for players, spectators and 
press/officials; aesthetics; graphics (including the use of signs and 
landscaping); amenities such as casual seating for spectators, food 
services and social areas; and the facilities’ participation in USTA 
programs.

Nominated facilities were voted upon in the following categories: 
Public Courts that are either small tennis center with 2-10 courts or 
large tennis centers with 11 or more courts; Education Institutions; 
and Private Facilities that support the USTA and other “growth of the 
game” program open to the public.

All 2015 award winners will receive a wall plaque and an all-weath-
er sign, which can be mounted at the facility. Certificates of award will 
be made available to park and recreation departments, schools, and 
those professionals responsi-
ble for the design, construc-
tion, and maintenance of the 
facility. In addition, a one-year 
complimentary membership 
to the USTA will be awarded to 
each winning facility.

iCT Opens Best Buy 21st 
Century Classroom

InnerCity Tennis celebrated the ribbon-cutting of its 
new Best Buy 21st Century Classroom on July 9 at the Reed 
Sweatt Family Tennis Center in Minneapolis.

InnerCity Tennis is moving forward in connecting 
information, education and computer literacy with 
the youth they serve and recognized Best Buy with a 
demonstration of USTA’s Academic Creative Engagement 
(“ACE”) program by ICT Education Manager Song Thao, 
followed by a “Science of Tennis” presentation by Rodrigo 
Molina.

 Also in attendance was Dan Faber, Executive Director 
of the United States Tennis Association (USTA) Foundation, 
Faber has overseen development of the USTA “ACE” curric-

ulum and has launched a 
national capacity-build-
ing program (in which ICT 
is participating) for the 
USTA Foundation in sup-
port of organizations like 
ICT to assist more under-
served youth across the 
Unites States. 

a w a r d s

Reed sweatt named UsTA Outstanding Facility
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When we think of USTA League captains, we are so appreciative of 
all the time they spend organizing our teams, making out the lineups, 
trying to find indoor courts when it rains or calling frantically to find 
that last-minute sub for someone who isn’t feeling well. 

If one thinks about tennis officials, it is probably because they 
called a foot fault at the most inopportune time or refused to make 
the overrule that you desperately wanted. If truth be told, officials 
never want to be thought about because it usually means the match 
is going smoothly and everyone is happy. 

But where would we be without league captains and officials? They 
are both essential to the growth and integrity of the game. They 
need to know the rules of tennis, deal with complex logistics and 
personalities, and do it not because they are making big dollars, but 
for the love of the game. I am not sure we say thank you enough to 
these people who have an extremely difficult job and rarely complain.

USTA League players represent the biggest number of tennis 
enthusiasts in the Northern Section. Every team needs someone 
willing to step in and be a captain or co-captain. There are so many 
things to think about when you lead a team – who wants to play 
singles versus doubles, everyone’s schedules, how to set-up the 
lineup, how to report scores, making sure everyone knows when to 
be where, how to handle the last-minute cancellations/traffic jams/
injuries without losing your cool or whether the last player on the 
court wants the whole team watching or is it best to leave them 
alone to finish the match. 

The best captains make it look easy, but we all know it is not. They 
are organized, know how to handle a spreadsheet and are good 
communicators. They are often power-users of e-mail, text messages 
and cell phones in order to keep their team up-to-date. In fact, I once 
had a captain who signed up to captain FOUR teams in one season 
– two women’s teams, one mixed doubles and a women’s doubles. 
She is just one of many individuals who have made captaining a 
second profession so to speak.

Similarly, officials need to know all the rules and regulations of 
tennis. Have you ever read Friend At Court, which is the “Bible” 
for tennis officials? It is over 300 pages of rules, regulations and 
scenarios. Of course, the rules cannot be the same for all aspects of 
the game so each official is charged with knowing the intricacies of 
the different situations they are assigned to work – whether it is a 
USTA League match, junior tournament match or sitting in a chair 
for a Division I college match. The rules also change often so officials 
must attend school and take multiple tests each year. They are also 
required to work a certain number of matches each year to keep up 

their certification, and yes … they do have to take an eye exam every 
other year. 

Officials also need to be incredibly focused and able to tune out 
distractions. Sometimes players or parents don’t agree with their 
calls and let them know how they feel. How many times have you 
heard someone reference an official by saying, “You cannot be 
serious!” (Didn’t a legendary tennis player make that quote famous 
years ago?). Officials also give up big chunks of time, especially on 
weekends, working tournaments and always need to be prepared to 
deal with the unknown.

Last year, USTA Northern realized we needed to recognize the 
importance of league captains by starting the USTA Captains 
Rewards Program where the Section purchased sweatshirts 
embroidered with the USTA Northern logo and League Captain 
emblazoned across the chest for every league captain. They also 
threw an end-of-the-year party at USTA Northern Board Member 
John Wilcox’s house for all captains and a guest where they received 
dinner, drinks and all were eligible for fabulous prizes including US 
Open tickets, clothing, racquets and more. This year, the Section did 
much of the same awarding each captain a lightweight pullover, a 
party and more.

We also have over 40 officials and referees in USTA Northern. The 
Section gave them a token of thanks by awarding them clothing to 
wear while on court, as well as raising the hourly rate of all officials 
around the Section. The Section also adopted a scheduling program 
called Arbiter which allows officials to show when they are and 
are not available to work, making it easier for officials to plan their 
schedules accordingly, as well as work as much or as little as they 
want. They also created the Rocky Rockwell Grassroots Officials 
Award to honor one official annually. 

Yes, being a league captain or official is a difficult job in many 
respects, but they are who keep the sport vibrant and fair. We would 
like to extend an enormous THANK YOU and hats off to these people 
for all they do in helping grow the game and in building the USTA 
Northern tennis community. And we ask you, the next time you see 
one of them – on or off the court – take a minute to thank them for 
all they do for tennis.

See you on the courts!

Kathy Lundberg

P r e s i d e n t ’ s M e s s aG e

The Common Bond Between  
League Captains and  

  Tennis Officials
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registration open for usta northern 2016 
early-start Leagues in twin cities

Registration is open for 2016 Early-Start Leagues in the 
Twin Cities. Leagues offered include Adult 18 & Over, Adult 
40 & Over, Adult 55 & Over and Mixed Doubles 18 & Over 
and the play season is weekly from October 2-December 17. 

To be eligible to participate, you must turn the required 
age in the calendar year in which the league is offered and 
you must register using your 2016 Early-Start Rating. 

Team registration deadline is August 28, 2015, for Adult 18, 40 
and 55 & Over Leagues and September 11, 2015, for Mixed 18 & Over 
Leagues. Individual players can still register for teams after these 
dates.

Costs are $29 per player for Adult 18 & Over and 40 & Over and $25 
a player for Adult 55 & Over and Mixed Doubles. 

Also please note, days of play for Mixed Doubles have changed for 
2016 as 7.0 and 9.0 play on Fridays; 6.0 and 8.0 play on Sundays.

Looking for a team? Contact Matchline at matchline@northern.
usta.com. 

Questions? Contact Kelley Okerman at okerman@northern.usta.
com or at (952) 358-3287. 

early-start ratings now available 
2016 USTA Northern Early-Start Ratings are now available at www.

northern.usta.com/leagues. An Early-Start Rating is a tentative rating 
for exclusive use by players who register for an Early-Start League 
prior to publication of Year-End Ratings. The number is based on the 
current dynamic rating as of August 1, 2015. Players who do not have 
a dynamic rating (you must have played at least two matches during 
the 2015 season) will have an Early-Start Rating the same as their 2014 
Year-End Rating. The 2015 Early-Start Ratings list contains only those 
players whose rating has changed from their 2014 Year-End Rating. 

To appeal your Early-Start Rating lower or higher, please contact 
Nancy Lundberg at staff@northern.usta.com for assistance. Please 
use ESR Appeal Up or ESR Appeal Down in the subject line of your 
e-mail. 

USTA LEAGUE TEnniS
Update

L e a G U e

usta northern captains appreciation Program 
In an effort to show captains how much USTA Northern 

appreciates them and their invaluable contributions to the growth 
and development of leagues, the Section has continued its Captains 
Appreciation Program in 2015. Each USTA Northern League captain 
was offered the following from the Section:

  Free embroidered ¼ zip pullover with USTA Northern League 
Captain embroidered on it. 

  Captains Appreciation Party in August for them and a guest at 
USTA Northern Board Member John Wilcox’s house in Edina, 
Minn. Over 150 people attended the event which featured free 
gourmet pizza, desserts and beverages. 

  Captain’s Cardio Tennis Clinic for all captains prior to the Gophers 
men’s match in February.

  Captain’s Raffle where each captain was entered into a drawing 
for fabulous prizes including private lessons, clothing and a trip 
to the 2016 US Open.
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2016 TWin CiTies LeAGUes 
DATes, DeADLines &  
DAys OF PLAy
 LEAGUE TYPE SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Adult 18 & Over 3.5  
Men & Women

4.0  
Men & Women

2.5 Women 
4.5 Men & Women

3.0 Men & 
Women

5.0+ Men

Adult 40 & Over 4.5+
Men & Women

3.0
Men & Women

3.5
Men & Women

4.0
Men & Women

Adult 55 & Over 6.0 & 8.0  
Men & Women

7.0 & 9.0  
Men & Women

Women Summer 
Daytime
Adult 18 & Over

4.0  
Women

3.5  
Women

3.0  
Women

4.5  
Women

Mixed 18 & Over 6.0 & 8.0 7.0 & 9.0

Mixed 40 & Over NEW SEASON & DAY OF PLAY! All Levels

ONE Doubles Women Men Mixed

 LEAGUE REGISTRATION TEAM REGISTRATION PLAY
 SEASON OPENS DEADLINE SEASON

 EARLY START After Early Start Ratings are published Friday, August 28, 2015 October 2, 2015 - 
 Adult 18 & Over (August 3, 2015) (for Adult 18 & Over, Adult 40 & Over and) December 17, 2015
 Adult 40 & Over  Adult 55 & Over)
 Adult 55 & Over  Friday, September 11, 2015
 Mixed 18 & Over  (For Mixed 18 & Over)

 WINTER After Year End Ratings are published Friday, December 11, 2015 January 4 - April 3, 2016
 Adult 18 & Over (December 1, 2015)
 Adult 40 & Over
 Adult 55 & Over
 Mixed 18 & Over

 Mixed 40 & Over NEW SEASON!

 SPRING January 15, 2016 Friday, March 11, 2016 March 28 - May 5, 2016
 ONE Doubles

 SUMMER January 15, 2016 Friday, April 8, 2016 May 6 - July 31, 2016
 Adult 18 & Over
 Adult 40 & Over
 Adult 55 & Over
 Mixed 18 & Over

 FALL January 15, 2016 Friday, July 29, 2016 August 15 - Sept 29, 2016
 ONE Doubles
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GREAT 
SUMMER
OF TOURnAMenT 
Tennis FOR  
UsTA nORTheRn

a d U L t t O U r n a M e n t s

David nash wins Gold Ball at 65+ men’s national Indoors 
at eden Prairie Lifetime athletic

Congratulations to USTA Northern 
Hall of Famer David Nash (Bloomington, 
Minn.) and Richard Johnson (Ballwin, 
Mo.), as well as Brian Cheney (Chandler, 
Ariz.) who took home gold balls at the 65 
National Indoor Championships August 
11-16 at Eden Prairie Life Time Athletic. 

Nash and Johnson took out fourth 
seeded Padg Bolton (Monroe, La.) and 
Michael Beautyman (Flourtown, Pa.) in 
the finals 6-2, 6-4. Nash and Johnson, 
who were seeded sixth, had to over-
come three-setters in the quarterfinals 
and semifinals before winning the finals 
in straight sets. The team of Brent Abel 
(Moraga, Calif.) and Frank Zebot (Lagu-
na Beach, Calif.) defeated Winder Bill 
(Virginia Beach, Va.) and Will Rogers 
(Wimauma, Fla.) for the bronze ball 6-1, 6-3.

Cheney collected his 89th gold ball when he defeated Doug Ruffin 
(Helena, Mon.) 6-1, 6-2 in the singles final. Cheney, who is the son of 
another tennis legend, the late Do Do Cheney, who won 237 gold balls 
in her record-setting career, was seeded No. 1 in the tournament and 
lost only 18 games in five matches. Beautyman claimed the bronze ball, 
defeating Abel 1-6, 6-0, 6-3.

Tom Boice (Wayzata, Minn.) and Dick Nelson (Hopkins, Minn.) won the  
consolation doubles championship after defeating fellow Minnesotans 
Dan Halvorsen (Sunfish Lake, Minn.) and Ron York (Eagan, Minn.) 7-5, 
7-5 in the semifinals. Boice and Nelson then received a walkover to 
win the title. David Kueffer (Marana, Ariz.) won the consolation singles 
crown with a 6-2, 6-4 win over Norm Chryst (Bluffton, S.C.).

30th annual Pine tree classic raises over 300,000 for 
children’s hospitals

Congratulations to the winners of the 30th Annual Pine Tree Apple 
Tennis Classic which raised over $300,000 for Children’s Hospitals of 
Minnesota and specifically pediatric cancer research. Imke Reimers 

(Boston, Mass.) won her fifth 
Pine Tree Open title with part-
ner Mathieu Froment (Min-
neapolis, Minn.) when they 
defeated Nick Crossley (Roch-
ester, Minn.) and Alexa Palen 
(Rochester, Minn.) 3-6, 6-2, 6-3 
in the finals. In the Master’s divi-
sion, the team of Tory Borovsky 
(Northfield, Minn.) and Gordon 
Reid (Eden Prairie, Minn.) took 
the title with a 7-5, 6-3 over 
top-seeded Meghan Kim-
ber (Duluth, Minn.) and John 
Trondson (Vadnais Heights, 
Minn.). Borovsky and Reid 
were unseeded coming into 
the tournament. In the Grand Masters, the long-time winning streak of 
Dan Shannon (Eden Prairie, Minn.) and Susan Rudd, (St. Paul, Minn.), 
who had won the past four Pine Tree titles and had a 14-match winning 
streak, was stopped by Felicia Raschiatore (Excelsior, Minn.) and Mike 
Olson (Ham Lake, Minn.) 7-5, 6-3.

Also this year, the Pine Tree Apple Tennis Classic renamed its 
Sportsmanship Award after the late Steve Wilkinson, who is a USPTA 
and USTA Northern Hall of Famer and won over 800 matches as head 
coach at Gustavus Adolphus. Wilkinson and his wife, Barb, also founded 
Tennis & Life Camps at Gustavus. The winner of the inaugural Steve 
Wilkinson Sportsmanship Award was Katie Resch (St. Paul, Minn.).

university of minnesota hosts 2015 senior Games
Over 720 athletes, including many from USTA Northern, participated 

at the Baseline Tennis Center as part of the 2015 National Senior Games 
presented by Humana. The tournament, which was the largest event 
ever hosted by Baseline Tennis Center, featured men’s and women’s 
singles, doubles and mixed doubles in the following age ranges: 50-54; 
55-59; 60-63; 65-69; 70-74; 75-79; 80-84; 85-90 and 90-94. 

Locally, the men’s 65-69 doubles team of Tim Burke (Minneapolis, 
Minn.) and Dave Mathews (Edina, Minn.) took home gold defeating Jim 
Bauersfeld and Jack Johnson of Kansas 6-1, 6-4. Burke also earned sil-
ver medal honors in the 65-69 singles, falling to Johnson 5-7, 6-4, 1-0 (7) 
in the finals.

In women’s 50-54 doubles, the team of Robin Coverdale (White Bear 
Lake, Minn.) and Elyse Rabinowitz (Minneapolis, Minn.) beat Katie 
Resch (St. Paul, Minn.) and Susan Rudd (St. Paul, Minn.) 6-3, 4-6, 1-0 (5) 
in the finals. Also, the team of Barb Brunjes (St. Paul, Minn.) and Angie 
Fischels (St. Louis Park, Minn.) was fourth, losing in the bronze medal 
match 6-4, 6-4 to Sandra Newman and Shari Sternberg of Maryland. 

The team of Carol Lindow (Prior Lake, Minn.) and Jane Schroeder 
(Northfield, Minn.) won the 60-64 women’s doubles gold medal de-
feating Linda Kirk and Marie Rinaldi of Connecticut and Maryland, 
respectively, 6-3, 4-2. The duo of Cindy Idelkope (Minneapolis, Minn.) 
and Susan Stedman (Minneapolis, Minn.) won the bronze with a 7-5, 
6-4 victory over Cathie Hopkins and Lois McKinley of Kansas City. 

USTA Northern Hall of Famer Cammy Johnson (Excelsior, Minn.) and 
her partner Susan Furtney (Apple Valley, Minn.) won the gold in the 
65-69 women’s doubles, defeating Hedy Brandt and Hiroyo Fisher of 
Maryland and New Hampshire, respectively, 6-4, 6-2. Johnson also took 

Mathieu Froment and Imke Reimers

Richard Johnson (l)  
and David Nash
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a d U L t t O U r n a M e n t s

silver in 70-74 singles falling to Karen Barry of California in the finals 6-3, 
2-6, 1-0 (7).

Erna Van Wyk of Edina, Minn., won the gold in women’s 75-79 singles 
defeating Irma DeMarzo of New Jersey 6-0, 6-0, in the finals. 

The men’s doubles team of Merle Bryan (Inver Grove Heights, Minn.) 
and Rodney Smith (Minneapolis, Minn.) won the silver medal in the 
70-74 division, losing to Jonathan Bortner and Barry Shollenberger of 
Florida 6-7 (5), 7-6 (5), 13-11. 

Bob Busch (Edina, Minn.) and USTA Northern Hall of Fame Tom 
Fridinger (White Bear Lake, Minn.) won bronze in the men’s 75-79 
doubles, winning the third-place match over Dick Mackey and Ronald 
Nelson, both of White Bear Lake, Minn. 6-1, 6-0. Robert Tengdin of 
Minneapolis also won a bronze in the men’s 85-89 doubles. Calvin 
Schadel of Minneapolis also won bronze in men’s 85-89 singles and 
Ruby Rott (St. Paul, Minn.) took bronze in the women’s 80-84 singles as 
she beat Fran Allison of North Carolina 6-0, 6-1.

Rott and partner Patricia Dahlman (White Bear Lake, Minn.) were 
fourth in 80-84 doubles and in women’s 70-74 doubles, Sheila Bjore 
(Plymouth, Minn.) and Carol Rothe (Edina, Minn.) took fourth.

aquatennial tennis classic celebrates Its 20th anniversary
Congratulations to Alexis Nelson (St. Paul, Minn.) and Toby Boy-

er (Ham Lake, Minn.) who won the singles championships at the 20th 
Aquatennial Tennis Classic July 13-24 at Canadian Pacific Plaza in down-
town Minneapolis.

Nelson, who was ranked #1 in the United States in Girls 16s last year, won 
her second straight Aquatennial title defeating Diana Bukajeva (Lake 
Elmo, Minn.) 6-3, 1-6, 1-0 (6) in the finals. Boyer, who won the Minnesota 
State Class 2A Singles title in June, became the youngest winner of the 

men’s singles title when he defeated Nelson Vick (Stillwater, Minn.) 6-3, 
4-6, 1-0 (8) in the finals. Both took home $750 for their victories.

The doubles team of Andres Osorio (St. Paul, Minn.) and Sion Wilkins 
(Maple Grove, Minn.) won their third Aquatennial men’s doubles ti-
tle with a 6-3, 0-6, 1-0 (11) victory over Vick and Tony Larson (Fridley, 
Minn.). Osorio and Wilkins also won the title in 2012 and 2013 and split 
$600 between them. 

In mixed doubles, the duo of Nick Crossley (Rochester, Minn.) and Al-
exa Palen (Rochester, Minn.) won their first Aquatennial mixed doubles 
title with a 4-6, 6-4, 1-0 (0) victory over Bukajeva and Justen Seim (Lake 
Elmo, Minn.). Crossley and Palen also split $600 between them. 

The 2015 tournament was supported by USTA Northern, Champion 
Sponsors Dorsey & Whitney LLP, Hempel, Implex’s Qwikcast.tv, 
LifeTime Fitness, Van Clemens and Company and Sport Court North 
Minnesota and Advantage Sponsors Baseline Tennis Center, Los 
Osuna Blue Agave Spirits and Take Care Chiropractic and was an 
official associated event of the Minneapolis Aquatennial. 

A C R Y L I C S  •  O V E R L A Y S  •  S U S P E N D E D  S U R F A C E S

www.sportcourtnorth.com • 952-746-4545

Residential
Courts

Men’s singles finalists Toby Boyer (l) and Nelson Vick 
 pose with the 2015 Aquatennial Court.
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Alexis nelson Wins Three Us Open Qualifier Titles
Alexis Nelson (St. Paul, Minn.) won the 

women’s singles, doubles and mixed doubles 
championships at the 2015 US Open Northern 
Section Qualifier at the Baseline Tennis Center. 
Nelson, who is only 16, opened the day by de-
feating best friend and defending champion 
Jessie Aney (Rochester, Minn.) 6-4, 6-2 in the 
singles finals. Nelson then teamed with Aney 
to beat Hayley Haakenstad (Chanhassen, 
Minn.) and Caitlyn Merzbacher (Eden Prai-
rie, Minn.) in the women’s doubles final 6-2, 
6-4. She completed the trifecta when she and 
Tony Larson (Fridley, Minn.) took out Aney 
and Toby Boyer (Ham Lake, Minn.) in the 
mixed doubles final 6-3, 6-2.

University of Minnesota sophomore Felix Corwin (Elm Grove, Wis.) 
won the men’s single title, defeating three-time champion Larson 6-3, 
7-6 (5). In men’s doubles, the team of Boyer and Jackson Allen (Shako-
pee, Minn.) defeated Nick Beaty (Wayzata, Minn.) and Jesse Sprinkel 

(Minneapolis, Minn.) 6-3, 6-4. 
The winners from each of the 14 sectional 

qualifying tournaments held throughout 
the United States advance to the US Open 
National Playoffs Championships in their 
respective division to be held during the 
August Connecticut Open in New Haven, 
Conn. The US Open National Playoffs men’s 
doubles, women’s doubles and mixed 
doubles champions receive a main draw wild 
card into the 2015 US Open, while the men’s 
and women’s singles champions earn a wild 
card into the US Open Qualifying Tournament 
held the week prior to the US Open.

USTA Northern’s Dusty Boyer (Ham Lake, 
Minn.) also won the men’s and mixed titles at the USTA Missouri Valley 
qualifier and will be in Connecticut. Larson, Beaty and Sprinkel also 
received alternate bids into the men’s singles and men’s doubles draw 
after other qualifiers withdrew from the tournament.

sioux Falls hosts national Public Parks Tournament
The City of Sioux Falls, S.D., played host to 

the 2015 National Public Parks Championships 
July 23-26. The event included open, age 
group, NTRP and a junior tournament at 
different locations around Sioux Falls and 
Brandon, S.D. 

In the men’s open singles, Ben Mullis 
(Urbandale, Iowa) defeated Zach Northey 
(Lincoln, Neb.) when Northey had to retire 
due to injury before the start of the third 
set. Mullis also won the open doubles title 
with partner Austin Grundy (Sioux City, 

Iowa) over Scott Slezak (Omaha, Neb.) and James McManus (Water-
loo, Iowa) 7-6 (4), 6-2. In the women’s open, top-seeded Ruth Seaborne 
(Iowa City, Iowa) defeated Allison Falkin (Omaha, Neb.) 6-2, 6-1. The 
team of Emily and Kari Richardson (Ballwin, Mo.) won the women’s 
open doubles over Morgan and Sidney Brower (Sioux Falls, S.D.) 2-6, 
6-0, 7-6 (5). In mixed doubles, Mullis and Seabrooke defeated Jessa 
Richards and Joey Richards (Eden Prairie, Minn.) 6-1, 7-5.

Many USTA Northern members also won the age group, NTRP and 
junior tournament divisions. For complete results, visit www.sfta.net.

eric Butorac named 2015 eugene L. scott  
renaissance award winner at Public Parks tournament

Current ATP touring player Eric Butorac of Rochester, Minn., 
received the 2015 Eugene L. Scott Renaissance Award as part of 
the 2015 National Public Parks Tournament July 24 in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. The award is presented each year to a national/international 
tennis champion who demonstrates excellence in promoting and 
developing the sport of tennis in public parks and characterizes the 
ideals of public parks tennis. The award was created in 2006 by Bill 
Mountford in the memory of Gene Scott, who was a great supporter 
of the National Public Parks Tennis Championships. 

Butorac grew up playing on the public courts of Rochester at both 

the Rochester Ten-
nis Connection, 
which his par-
ents, Tim and Jan  
Butorac, own 
and Kutzky Park/
Rochester Out-
door Tennis. After  
playing one year 
collegiately at 
Ball State, Butorac 
then transferred to Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minn., to 
play for legendary coach and Hall of Famer Steve Wilkinson, who his 
father had played for as well. Eric closed out his senior season by win-
ning the NCAA Division III singles and doubles championships with 
partner Kevin Whipple.

One of only three players from the Division III ranks to make a 
living on the pro tour, Butorac is currently ranked 36th in the world 
in doubles and has won 16 career titles. In 2014, he was a finalist in 
men’s doubles at the Australian Open with partner Raven Klaasen 
and has earned over $1.5 million in his career. He currently is the 
President of the ATP Players Council, taking over for past-President 
Roger Federer in 2014.

Before hitting the pro tour, Butorac played USTA Leagues and Tour-
naments, including the National Public Parks Tournament in 2003. He 
has also teamed with his father to play in Father-Son tournaments 
across the United States, winning the National Grass Court title in 2005 
at Longwood Country Club in Chestnut Hill, Mass.

Butorac becomes the second person from USTA Northern to receive 
the Renaissance Award as David Wheaton was honored in 2011. Other 
past recipients include Gene Scott (posthumously) in 2006, Chris 
Evert (2007), Chanda Rubin (2008), Stan Smith (2009), Butch Buchholz 
(2010), Martina Navratilova (2012), Jimmy Connors (2013) and Brad 
Gilbert (2014).

a d U L t t O U r n a M e n t s

Ben Mullis
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Jerry caulfield and Jerry Lyon Become eighth and ninth 
members of nD hall of Fame

Congratulations to Jerry Caulfield of Fargo, N.D., and Jerry Lyon of 
Minot, N.D., who were inducted into the North Dakota Tennis Hall of 
Fame on Saturday, Aug. 1, at the Tom O’Leary Courts in Bismarck, N.D.

Caulfield has worked as a tennis teaching professional at Courts 
Plus Community Fitness in Fargo for over 40 years. A former 
North Dakota state doubles champion, Caulfield has also coached 
numerous North Dakota state champions and sectionally-ranked 
junior players in his illustrious career. An accomplished player 
himself, Caulfield has been ranked in USTA Northern many times 
and is a multiple champion of the Red River and North Dakota Adult 
Closed Championships. 

Caulfield has also given back to the sport by starting the Red 
River Tennis Patrons Community Tennis Association in Fargo, as 
well as working with Special Olympics and volunteering countless 
hours in bringing new players to the game. He has worked with the 
United States Tennis Association Northern Section on a number of 
council and committees, including the Hall of Fame Committee in 
2013-14. He was also named the United States Professional Tennis 
Association’s (USPTA) Northern Section Pro of the Year.

“Jerry has been active in promoting North Dakota tennis since 
the 60s,” nominator Oliver Summers said. “He has helped raise the 
profile of tennis in North Dakota and is one of the sport’s biggest 
fans and supporters in the state.”

Lyon has served as head coach of the boys and girls teams at 
Minot High School the past 33 years. During that time, he has 
amassed a record of 778-221 in dual competition, won eight state 
team championships, 13 runner-up finishes and 29 West Regional 

titles. He has been in the Final Four of the North Dakota 
state tournament 35 times and the West Region on 57 
occasions. He has coached over 200 All-Conference 
athletes, 60 All-State honorees, three All-Americans and 

23 North Dakota state champions in his career. He has been named 
the North Dakota Coach of the Year seven times (1978, 1980, 1981, 
1988, 1990, 2004, 2008) and Region 6 Coach of the Year three times 
(1986, 1992, 1995). He earned National Coach of the Year honors 
in 1998 and entered the National Coaches Hall of Fame in 2012. In 
1999, he was named the United States Professional Tennis Registry’s 
(USPTR) Coach of the Year and in part of the North Dakota Coaches 
Hall of Fame (2002) and the Minot High School Hall of Fame (2013).

“Mista Lyon” as he was 
affectionately called by 
those he taught both on 
and off the court served 
as an eighth grade math 
teacher at Memorial 
Middle School at Minot 
Air Force Base until he 
retired in 2013. He also 
was a tennis teaching 
professional at the Minot 
Indoor Tennis Club during 
that time and was the first-
ever gold medalist at the 
inaugural North Dakota 
Prairie Rose Games Open 
Division in 1987 – the 
highlight of his personal 
playing career. He also 
won silver in doubles that 
year with Bob Cordova.

randy Kochenderfer and tom Line Inducted Into sD hall of Fame
The late Randy Kochenderfer 

and fellow Sioux Falls native 
Tom Line were inducted into 
the South Dakota Tennis Hall 
of Fame on Sunday, July 26, at 
McKennan Park tennis complex 
in Sioux Falls prior to the Asfora/
Clayton South Dakota Adult 
Open.

Kochenderfer, who died in 
1993 at the age of 40, was a 
prominent prep player for Sioux 
Falls Lincoln and Augustana Col-
lege, winning the North Central 
Conference singles champion-
ship in 1975. Kochenderfer and 
Billy Clayton led the 1971 Sioux 
Falls Lincoln High School team 

to an undefeated season and the state championship.
Line, now of Tavares, Fla., made his mark at Washington High School 

in Sioux Falls, winning four state doubles titles, along with the state 

singles championship in 1959. He played Division I tennis for Iowa 
State. After college, Line was a Naval officer, and while serving, went 
to the all-Navy tennis finals three times. With son Scott, Line reached 
the Father/Son Doubles Championship played at the National Tennis 
Center in Flushing, N.Y.

The 2015 South Dakota Achievement Award goes to the Paul and 
Kari Richardson Family, now of Ballwin, Mo. With Aberdeen and 
Sioux Falls roots, Paul was a tennis teaching professional, while Kari 
was a former University of Minnesota standout. They led the way as 
daughters Elyse, 
Laura and Emily 
became top play-
ers in USTA Mis-
souri Valley.

Congratulations
nORTh  & sOUTh DAKOTA
         Halls of Fame inductees

Jerry Caulfield and Jerry Lyon

The Paul and Kari 
Richardson Family is 

the recipient of the 
2015 South Dakota 

Tennis Achievement 
Award.

Kristi Quinn accepting the induction of  
her brother Randy Kochenderfer. 
Tom Line accepting his induction
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Congratulations to the 2015 Level 3 Junior Sectional 
Winners at Baseline Tennis Center in Minneapolis (Girls) 
and Life Time Fitness - Lakeville (Boys).

SiNGLES
Girls 18s: Alexis Nelson (St. Paul, Minn.) def. Jessie Aney (Rochester, 
Minn.) 7-5, 6-2
Girls 16s: Sophia Reddy (Eden Prairie, Minn.) def. Isabella Lambert 
(Wayzata, Minn.) 6-0, 6-1
Girls 14s: Monterey Knewtson (Fargo, N.D.) def. Nicole Snehzko 
(Plymouth, Minn.) 6-1, 6-1
Girls 12s: Aili Hietala (Duluth, Minn.) def. Arlina Shen (Eden Prairie, 
Minn.) 6-2, 6-1
Boys 18s: Nick Beaty (Wayzata, Minn.) def. Jackson Allen (Shakopee, 
Minn.) 6-4, 6-4
Boys 16s: Jake Kuhlman (Grand Forks, N.D.) def. Kaleb Dobbs (Sioux 
Falls, S.D.) 7-5, 4-6, 6-1
Boys 14s: Hunter Heck (New Brighton, Minn.) def. Gavin Young 
(Apple Valley, Minn.) 6-1, 6-2
Boys 12s: Sujit Chepuri (Minneapolis, Minn.) def. Christo Alex (Arden 
HIlls, Minn.) 6-3, 6-4.

DoUBLES
Girls 18s: Aney/Nelson def. Hayley Haakenstad (Chanhassen, 
Minn.)/Caitlyn Merzbacher (Eden Prairie, Minn.) 8-1
Girls 16s: Savanna Crowell (Prior Lake, Minn.)/Grace Goble (Rapid 
City, S.D.) def. Lambert/Reddy 8-5
Girls 14s: Knewtson/Cecelia Obetz (Minneapolis, Minn.) def. 
Delaney Schlerhamer (Woodbury, Minn.)/Snehzko 9-7
Girls 12s: Hietala/Shen def. Nore Heinitz (Duluth, Minn.)/Karin 
Young (Apple Valley, Minn.) 9-8 (2) 
Boys 18s: Beaty/Jesse Sprinkel (Minneapolis, Minn.) def. Allen/
Aaron Goodman (Minneapolis, Minn.) 8-6
Boys 16s: Ben Ingbar (Minneapolis, Minn.)/Kuhlman def. Carter 
Mason (Eden Prairie, Minn.)/Ben van der Sman (Woodbury, Minn.) 
8-4
Boys 14s: Heck/Joe Mairs (Edina, Minn.) def. Young/Maxim 
Zagrebelny (Eagan, Minn.) 8-3
Boys 12s: Chepuri/George Nottley (Lake Elmo, Minn.) def. Luke 
Little (Minneapolis, Minn.)/Kevin Thomas (Minnetonka, Minn.) 8-4

spring state tournament winners
MiNNESoTA BoYS

The Blake School claimed its third straight Minnesota Class A State 
Team Championship, while Mounds View won the team crown in the 
Class 2A finals at the Reed Sweatt Family Tennis Center and Baseline 
Tennis Center in Minneapolis, respectively. Blake rolled through the 
draw losing only one individual tilt in three team matches. In the 
finals, Blake defeated arch-rival Breck 7-0. Rochester Lourdes won 
the third place match over Crookston 7-0, while St. Peter took home 
the consolation trophy with a 5-2 win over Foley.

The Class 2A tournament saw Mounds View pull out a 4-3 win 
against upstart Elk River in the championship. Elk River took the #1, 
#2 and #3 singles positions, while Mounds View swept the doubles. It 
came down to the #4 singles position where Mounds View prevailed. 
Rochester Century won the third-place match defeating Minnetonka 

4-3 and East Ridge won the consolation title over Edina 4-3. 
In the individual singles finals, Blake’s Charlie Adams, who is 

attending Yale in the fall, made it three straight Class A titles with an 
impressive 6-0, 6-1 win over sophomore teammate Ben Ingbar. Zach 
Kantor of Foley was third and Aneesh Ramamoorthy of Rochester 
Lourdes won the consolation title in a third-set match tiebreaker. 
In Class AA, Forest Lake’s Toby Boyer won his first singles crown in 
three tries after defeating Elk River’s Joshua Gearou 6-2, 6-0 in the 
finals. Third place went to Shakopee’s Jackson Allen, who defeated 
defending champion Nick Beaty of Wayzata and the consolation 
winner was Sebastian Vile of Rochester Mayo.

Blake’s Jack Barker and Tiernan Foster-Smith won their first 
state Class A doubles title with a 6-4, 6-0 win over Duncan Hart and 
Vlad Hugec of Mounds Park Academy. Rochester Lourdes’ David 
Turlington and Nico Villaraga took third and Litchfield’s Cody Rau 
and Josh Prahl won the consolation trophy. Eden Prairie’s Carter 
Mason and Anthony Rosa won the Class AA doubles title with a 
6-1, 7-5 win over Minneapolis Washburn’s Jacob Toffler and Sam 
Ilck. Elk River’s Sam Gearou and Jordan Haack took third place, 
while Lakeville North’s Justin Yee and Maxwell Parkinson won the 
consolation title. 

SoUTh DAkoTA BoYS
Sioux Falls Lincoln won the team title at the 2015 Boys South 

Dakota State High School Tournament in Sioux Falls, S.D. Lincoln was 
first with 613 points, followed by Mitchell with 574 and Sioux Falls 
O’Gorman with 524. 

Lincoln won four individual titles as South Dakota declares 
champions in six singles flights and three doubles divisions.Lincoln’s 
Kaleb Dobbs won his first Flight I singles championships with a 6-1, 
6-4 win over Chuck Tang of Rapid City Stevens. Other singles flight 
winners included Elliot Hartwig of Sioux Falls Washington (Flight 
2), who won his second straight Flight 2 title, Alex Hegg of Mitchell 
(Flight 3), Will McDowell of Sioux Falls O’Gorman (Flight 4), Eric 
Rossing of Lincoln (Flight 5) and Jacob Dahme of Mitchell (Flight 
6).The doubles winners were Kaleb and Sam Dobbs of Lincoln (Flight 
1), who won their second state championship, but first together; 
Damgaard and McDowell of O’Gorman (Flight 2); and Brenden Lehr 
and Dahme of Mitchell. (Flight 3). 

The Spirit of Max Award was won by Billy Trevillyan of Brandon 
Valley and Aberdeen Central won the Sportsmanship Award.

NoRTh DAkoTA GiRLS 
Congratulations to the Grand Forks Red River Girls Tennis Team 

who won its 14th straight North Dakota team title with a 3-2 win over 
Bismarck Century. Red River won at the #1 and #2 singles positions 
and the #1 doubles contest in a tight three-setter. Individually, Red 
River senior Cindy Lim defeated West Fargo Cheyenne seventh 
grader Monti Knewtson 6-4, 6-1. Lim was down 4-0 in the first set 
before winning the next 11 games in claiming her second straight 
singles crown. Lim, who will attend Cornell in the fall, also was named 
the 2015 Senior Athlete of the Year. In doubles, the team of Maddie 
Anderson and Alexis Caoili avenged a regular-season and regionals 
loss to Clarissa Olson and Reagan Ingstad of Valley City before 
making the third time a charm and winning that state title 2-6, 6-2, 
6-4. 

JUnior SEcTion & SprinG STATE 
ToUrnAmEnT Champions
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18 and under
Life Time Fitness Bloomington South won both the Advanced and 

Intermediate Divisions at the 18U JTT Section Championships. In the 
advanced division, BLS defeated the Fred Wells Tennis & Education 
Center 34-23. Members of the winning team included Anna Letto, 
Ben Erickson, Chase Roseth, David Lu, Jacob Smith, Jacob Toffler, 
Lexi Lehman, Malini Wijesignhe, Petro Alex, Raghu Inturi and 
Savanna Crowell and head coach Spencer Jones.

In the intermediate draw, BLS defeated Fargo 39-30 by winning 
boys singles and all three doubles positions. Members of the winning 
team were Christina Lu, Davis Olson, Derek Davis, Frank Kelly, 
Harrison Tuttle, Isabelle Ouyang, Michelle Ip, Preston Olson Tanya 
Ramesh and head coach Bruce Gullikson.

PAES (Edina H.S.) won the Advanced silver title with a 40-14 win 
over Buffalo, while St. Cloud defeated the Life Time Bloomington 
South Avengers in the consolation championship 31-27. St. Cloud 
White won the Silver crown in the intermediate division defeating 
Shakopee 35-32. Foley won the Titaniam title 32-23 over Woodbury 
and Life Time Fitness-Fridley beat GreatLife Woodlake Slice Girls of 
Sioux Falls 32-27.

Mark Johnson of the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center won his 
second consecutive 18s Advanced Sportsmanship Award, while St. 
Cloud’s Taylor Tarrolly won the Girls Advanced Award. Woodbury’s 
Regan Dolezal was the Intermediate Girls winner, while Sebastian 
O’Donnell of Fargo won the boys award.

Congratulations 
JTT Participants And ChAMPiOns

Congratulations to all of the participants and winners of the 2015 USTA Northern JTT Section Championships July 
27-31 at Baseline Tennis Center. over 70 teams and 700 kids participated in the event and the winners of the 14s and 18s 
advanced and intermediate levels qualify for the 2015 JTT National Championships in Cayce, S.C., in october.

14 and under
LifeTime Fitness – Bloomington South claimed their third 

consecutive 14U Advanced JTT Section Championship and Hastings 
won its first-ever Intermediate title. LifeTime-BLS defeated LifeTime 
Fitness – Fridley in the finals 27-19 after winning both singles, girls 
doubles and mixed doubles. Members of the winning team included 
Charlotte Bowles, Eesha Varma, Hunter Roseth, Jessica Ip, Max 
Hall, Michael Cao, Nicolette Keller, Nisal Niyanage, Sonya Ramesh, 
Tharun Inturi and is coached by Spencer Jones.

Hastings took out perennial power GreatLife Woodlake GOAT 
of Sioux Falls 22-19 in the final match. Hastings took a big lead 12-2 
after the boys and girls singles and held on in doubles for the victory. 
Members of the Hastings team included Amy Roach, Anna Linder, 
Cody Zak, Carson Konrady, Emily Beyer, Eric Howd, Lauren Jelley, 
Maelie Martin and Sam Kelly.

InnerCity Tennis won the Advanced Silver Flight championship 
after beating Longview (Duluth) 26-14. In the Intermediate Division, 
Woodbury beat the Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center 28-13 for 
the silver title.

Great Life Woodlake Tree won the Advanced Gold Consolation 
match 27-15 over Fred Wells, while Delano won the Titanium 
Intermediate bracket crown with a 27-26 win over Minnetonka Tennis 
Club.

Bloomington South and Hastings also claimed Sportsmanship 
Award winners as Max Hall of BLS won the Advanced Boys award and 
Colby Zak the Intermediate Boys award. McKenna Vogel of Mandan 
won the Girls Intermediate award and Ava Leonard of GreatLife 
Woodlake Tree won the Advanced.

Mark Johnson (Fred Wells) 
18 Adv. Boys Sportsmanship Award

Taylor Tarrolly (St. Cloud) 
18 Adv. Girls Sportsmanship Award

Sebastian O’Donnell 
18 Int. Boys Sportsmanship Award

LifeTime Fitness – Bloomington South 
18 Advanced Champions

Hastings Blue 
14 Intermediate Champions

LifeTime Fitness – Bloomington South 
14 Advanced Champions

(From L to R):  
Colby Zak 
(Hastings),  
Max Hall (LifeTime 
– BLS, McKenna 
Vogel (Mandan)

14s Sportsmanship 
Winners
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12 and under
Congratulations to St. Paul Urban Tennis who won the 12U Advanced title and 

Life Time Fitness – White Bear Lake who took home the Gold championship in 
the 12U Intermediate tournament.

St. Paul Urban Tennis defeated Life Time Fitness - St. Louis Park 24-15 in 
the finals. Members of the team included Anjili Lo, Elliot Van Dyke, Emerson 
Ellington, Jack Sweeney, Riley Eddins, Ryan Sweeney, Surena Vu and Vunnisa 
Vu. GreatLife Woodlake from Sioux Falls won the Silver title defeating Life Time 
Fitness - Fridley and InnerCity Tennis in round-robin play 45 total games won to 
33 and 26.

Life Time - White Bear defeated Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center in the 
finals 21-15. Members of the White Bear team included Annika Munson, Anthony 
Scheglowski, Dylan Pham, Emma Sun, Emmanuel Alex, Mariana Meger, Parth 
Awade and Reagan Coyle.

The Hibbing Spinners won the Silver Bracket defeating Fred Wells 21-17. 
Members of the team were Abigail Sullivan, Drew Anderson, Jared Delich, Lydia 
Delich, Mary Skorich and Tristen Babich.

Life Time Fitness-Fridley defeated Shakopee in the Titanium finals 24-11. The 
Fridley team consisted of Andrew Dumbauld, Carys Quesnell, Grace Kalan, 
Griffin Steiniger, Joey Lyngdal, Michael Sipahimalani, Paige Colson and Sofia 
Vasquez. 

Winners of the Sportsmanship awards included Griffin Steiniger and Grace 
Kalan from Life Time Fitness – Fridley in the Intermediate division and Ashwika 
Thotakura from Life Time Fitness – Bloomington South and Riley Eddins, who won 
for the second straight year, from St. Paul Urban Tennis in the Advanced division.

10 and under
At the 10 U event, Life Time Fitness – White Bear Lake won the Advanced 

Division, while Twin City Tennis Camp Blue took home first place, followed by 
South St. Paul White and White Bear Yacht Club in the Intermediate event.

St. Paul Urban Tennis - 12s Advanced Champions

Twin City Tennis Camp Blue - 10 Intermediate Champion

Riley Eddins (St. Paul Urban) 
and Ashwika Thotakura  

(Life Time Fitness – BLS) 
12s Adv. Sportsmanship Award 

Griffin Steiniger (LTF-Fridley) 
and Grace Kalan (LTF-Fridley) 
12 Int. Sportsmanship Award

j U n i O r s
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Q. What is your position and how long have you 
been at USTA Northern? 

A. I started with USTA Northern in September 
of 2005 and took on my current role as Director of 
Community Tennis in late 2011.

Q. What is your tennis background? How did you 
find yourself in the game? 

A. I initially found myself in the game as a 4 year old 
signed up for parks and rec tennis lessons in a small 
town. I played multiple sports growing up as part of a 
large, active family. Tennis has been a mainstay in my 
life as I played throughout high school, a couple years 
in college, and continue to play on league teams and 
in social tennis events throughout the year. 

Q. Where did you go to college, major, play 
college/high school tennis? 

A. I attended the University of Wisconsin – La 
Crosse and received my degree in Exercise and Sport 
Science with an emphasis in Sport Management. 
While at UW-L, I played collegiate tennis for two 
years. If I had known about the Tennis On Campus 
program, I would definitely have started a team! 

Q. Describe your job responsibilities? 
A. I oversee the Community Tennis department and work closely 

with staff and community partners to provide tennis programming 
and play opportunities for all ages and ability levels.

Q. What is the favorite part of your job? 
A. I love working with community tennis leaders to hear their 

vision for tennis, outline necessary steps to get there, and align USTA 
Northern resources with what they need to achieve their goals. In 
particular, I have a passion for working with NJTL (National Junior 
Tennis and Learning) chapters which promote health and wellness, 
academic achievement, and improved socio-emotional skills through 
kid-tested tennis and education programming.

Q. What are some challenges (opportunities) of your job? 
A. We NEED to change the perception that tennis is a country 

club sport! While tennis is definitely played at country clubs, it is 
also played at schools, in parks, in gymnasiums, at housing units, 
and on playgrounds. Participation in tennis leads to several positive 
health outcomes, and outdated stereotypes only hinder our ability to 
advocate for support and grow the game. 

Q. What are two of your top memories while working with USTA 
Northern?

A. The Junior Team Tennis Section Championships are always a 
highlight of mine each year. The 2014 NJTL Cup Play Day was another 
awesome day at work! 

Q. Outside of tennis, tell us some of your hobbies and interests. 
A. I enjoy being active and take advantage of the many biking, 

hiking, and cross country ski trails in our area. I also enjoy cooking, 
reading, traveling, and volunteering with Hammer and Special 
Olympics. 

Q. What three words describe you best? 
A. Curious, Compassionate, Active
Q. Favorite food? 
A. Right now, Talenti Double Dark Chocolate Gelato.
Q. Favorite TV show? 
A. Sherlock

Q. Favorite Movie? 
A. Fantastic Mr. Fox – The stop-motion animation is so impressive!
Q. Favorite Musical Genre or Group? 
A. Our record player gets a lot of use with albums from the Beatles, 

Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, etc. For current music, 
my favorite band is probably The National.

Q. Favorite Place To Visit? 
A. Aside from visiting family, I don’t tend to go back to places time 

after time; however, there are definitely places that would make the 
list if I did. A few being Vancouver, B.C., Yosemite National Park, and 
Miyajima Island in Japan.

Q. Family? Married, kids, animals? 
A. Married with no children or pets. Keeping our garden and plants 

alive is about what we want to handle right now.
Q. If you did not work at USTA Northern, what would be your 

ultimate job? 
A. I would work for the Gates Foundation or another large 

organization working to create positive and systemic change in local 
communities. 

Q. When you were growing up, what did you want to be? 
A. A marine biologist, so I could work with dolphins. 
Q. Who are your heroes or people you admire the most and why? 
A. I admire people who pursue their personal goals despite the 

long hours and sacrifices that may have to be made along the way. 
Q. If you could take 24 hours and do anything you like, what 

would it be? 
A. My morning would start with a visit to a local coffee shop 

followed by a long bike ride. After a great sandwich and fruit for 
lunch, I would head to a park to throw around a Frisbee or play some 
spike ball with friends. Perhaps, grill for dinner or bike over to Target 
Field for a Twins Game followed by meeting people at Dangerous 
Man or Indeed Brewery. 

Q. In your mind, why should people play tennis? 
A. Tennis is inter-generational and is a game that can be enjoyed 

with family, friends, and strangers. It challenges you and rewards you 
in so many ways and beats a treadmill any day. 

Christine  
Nickels
    USTA Northern  
         Director of
Community 
  Tennis

G e t t i n G t O K n O w . . .
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Darren Iverson braved the rain 
and cold in setting a Guinness 
World Record for most consecutive 
tennis matches played at 35 on May 
29-30, 2015, at the Faribault (Minn.) 
High School Tennis Courts. Iverson 
broke the existing record of 33 set 
by Jerome Lacorte in Hong Kong 
in November of 2014 according to 
Guinness World Records. 

Iverson, who is the girls tennis 
coach at Faribault, played 35 
matches in 36 straight hours, many 

of which were played in the pouring rain. Iverson started at 7 
a.m. Friday and finally finished 
about 7:30 Saturday evening.

He began his quest for the 
record with a match against 
Shane Rother, (above) from 
Hastings, Minn., who Iverson 
found when checking out 
Craigslist one night. 

“Honestly, the hardest part in 
doing this was finding people to 
play me,” Iverson said. “I sent out 
emails to friends, players, local 
tennis clubs and the USTA to try 
and find people to play. I actually 
saw Shane’s ad on Craigslist 
looking for someone to hit with, 
so I invited him down to play.”

Rother proved to be one of 
the tougher matches for Iverson, 
taking him to three sets, before 
Iverson finally pulled out a 7-6, 
6-7, 6-1 win in a two-and-a-half 
hour thriller. During the attempt, 
Iverson posted an impressive 19-
17 overall record, although one 
of his opponents was injured in 
the middle of Match 33 and had 
to retire which would have ended 
his record attempt. Luckily, Iverson 
had another opponent waiting in 
the wings to continue as the strict 
rules stated once Iverson started, he 
could not stop for weather or other circumstances or he would have 
to begin again.

During the attempt, Iverson also had to play 35 completely 
different opponents in the best of three tiebreak sets with 90 seconds 
rest on changeovers and two minutes between sets. He then had one 
minute between the end of a match and the start of another one. 
He did receive “a couple” of bathroom or change of attire breaks. 
Iverson said he went through about six outfit changes and 10 or 11 
pairs of socks during the two days – a feat even Taylor Swift would 
be impressed by.

Finally, with the sun starting to set, Iverson broke the record when 

taking on former Faribault High School player Dat Truong in his 
34th match. Then for good measure, he played one more match 

before calling it quits with his two sons, 
parents, in-laws, and other friends and 
family watching in amazement. His 
wife, April, also was there for better 
or worse, in rain and even more rain 
for the entire attempt by providing 
pain relievers, drying courts, record-
ing scores, making the sure the vid-
eo camera was always recording per 
Guinness rules and rewarding Iver-
son’s opponents with homemade 
cookies.

Iverson’s attempt was held in 
conjunction with a Tennis Block 
Party in Faribault Saturday to 
raise awareness about tennis 
opportunities in Faribault and to 
help build a storage shed for the 
program.

‘We wanted to do something 
that would be a shot in the arm for 
Faribault tennis,” Iverson told WCCO 
TV’s David McCoy, who followed 
his progress with live shots at 
5 p.m., 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. on 
Friday evening and again during 
the newscasts all day Saturday. 

“There’s a really nice 
base of players in 
the area and we 
wanted to increase 
the volume playing 
at our facility, while 
hoping to raise 
some money for a 
tennis shed at the 
school.”

Congratulations 
Darren!!!!

Faribault’s Darren iverson sets

World  
Record
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B r U C e G U L L i K s O n

How many times have you seen somebody during the middle of 
the match talk to themselves about their wayward technique? 

“I cannot serve today… my forehand stinks… you have the worst 
volleys in the world.” 

These are just some of the phrases players use mostly when they 
are losing, and none of them are conducive to helping them win the 
match.

Years ago, a former NFL head coach had a sound bite go viral when 
he said, “You play to win the game.” Makes sense and the same can 
be said for tennis. Whether playing doubles or singles, your goal 
during the match is to compete to the best of your ability. Remember 
though, you are trying to win the match and not a style contest. 

A few years back, I wrote an article about respecting the pusher 
and received several comments from players who said, “I need to 
show this to my child or doubles partner.” Too often we equate how 
a person hits the ball, and how they look doing it, with how well they 
play. 

Don’t misunderstand, I am not saying one should not try to hone 
their technique and improve their strokes – obviously they should. 
However, during the course of the match people are very funny 
as they seem to think they forget how to hit the ball 
overnight. It does not work that way. Certainly you play 
better some days than others, but a lot of that has to do 
with the opponent you are competing against.

Again, referring back to the pusher, dinker, slicer or 
whatever you want to call them (funny how no one 
ever mentions winner in most cases), they can be 
frustrating to play against as I often hear, “How can I be 
losing to this hack?” It is very easy if you are focusing 
on technique rather than tactics. A great player does 
not think about the type of stance they are using, or 
changing their grip during a tightly contested battle, 
but they may consider changing tactics. 

Not one size fits all, but there are certain general 
tactical plays to consider when trying to change things 
up in a match. For instance, move a slower player 
around and hit behind or at a faster player. Players who 
like pace should be given a heaping helping of junk. 
Weak second serves should be exploited by increasing 
your position, hitting your best shot or attacking the 
net. 

It is also vital to notice whether someone is right or left 
handed or hits a two-handed or one- handed backhand. 
Maybe you can exploit these things. Generally, one-
handed backhands do not like high heavy topspin 
balls (i.e – Roger Federer and his struggles against 
Rafa Nadal). Two hander’s often struggle against wide 

serves because they cannot reach that far. Extreme forehand grips 
generally don’t hit transitions shots well. 

Remember, grit, heart and brains will usually prevail in the long 
run if your objective is to win the match. If your objective is to 
entertain the crowd, then trick shots, low-percentages patterns and 
the refusing to change tactics is the way to go, and most likely will 
result in a loss. 

Instead of loathing those players or doubles teams that seem to win 
consistently, seek them out and ask them what they were thinking 
when playing and what tactics and strategies they like to use. You 
might be surprised at their willingness to share their knowledge, 
as a smart tactical match on both sides of the court is usually more 
enjoyable for everyone involved. 

If you are too bashful to ask other players, approach your local 
teaching professional. If you do not work with a pro, then watch 
professional tennis matches on television or YouTube and look for 
those patterns and tactical adjustments. Remember you are not likely 
to change your technique when you are losing in a match, but many 
times a shift in tactics can turn a match around to the good. 

Hope to see you on the courts.

Think TACTiCS,
not TeChnique!!!
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register For the “serena slam” 
swingle event september 12 

You’ve been asking for it! Now 
we need you to sign up for the 
“Serena Slam” Swingle doubles 
event Saturday, Sept. 12, at the 
Fred Wells Tennis & Education 
Center. Come play tennis from 9:30 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., followed by a 
BBQ, drinks and the women’s finals 
of the US Open as Serena Williams 
goes for the Grand Slam. Playing 
levels are 6.0, 7.0, 8.0 and 9.0 and 
you can register as a same-gender 
doubles or mixed doubles team. 
Cost is $30 a person. To register for the event, visit http://tinyurl.com/
Play-US-Open.

Ingrid neel Plays at wimbledon and us open
What a summer for Ingrid Neel of Rochester, 

Minn.! Neel and partner Maia Lumsden of 
Great Britain advanced to the quarterfinals 
of the 2015 Wimbledon Junior Girls Doubles 
before falling to third seeded Dalma Galfi 
and Fanny Stollar of Hungary 6-0, 6-2. In 
the earlier rounds, Neel and Lumsden beat 
Americans Claire Liu and Michaela Gordon 
6-3, 6-2 and upset fifth seeded Julieta Lara 
Estable of Argentina and Wushuang Zheng 
of China 6-3, 7-5. In the Wimbledon Girls 
Singles draw, Neel fell in the second round to 
10th seeded Tereza Mihalikova 6-7 (5), 6-2, 

6-4. One of only nine Americans in the tournament, Neel opened the 
fortnight with a 6-4, 6-2 win over Lauryn John-Baptiste of Great Britain.

Neel then teamed with Tornado Alicia Black in winning the Girls 
18s Doubles title at the USTA Hardcourt Championships in July in 
San Diego, Calif., and earned an automatic bid into the main doubles 
draw at the 2015 US Open. Neel and Black defeated USTA Northern’s 
Jessie Aney (Rochester, Minn.) and Ena Shibahara 6-3, 6-3. Neel was 
also one of nine girls invited to play in the US Open Junior Girls draw 
where she will play both singles and doubles.

Former Rapid City, S.D., resident Michaela Gordon also played in 
the Wimbledon juniors, advancing to the quarterfinals in singles and 
will play in the Girls Junior singles and doubles draws at the US Open. 
Gordon was a member of the USTA Northern High Performance 
Program before moving to Northern California five years ago. 

nominate Deserving Individuals For awards
Recognize deserving individuals or organizations by nominating 

them for a 2015 USTA Northern Annual Award. Nominations are being 
accepted for the following awards: Albert Teeter Adult Sportsmanship 
Award, Family of the Year, Frank Voigt Pro of the Year, Jack Dow Adult 
Development Award, Jerry Noyce Junior Sportsmanship Award, Bob 
Larson Media Excellence Award, Member Organization of the Year, 
Ward C. Burton Junior Development Award and the Wolfenson/
Ratner Community Service Award.

Award winners will be honored November 20, 2015, in a ceremony 
at the Minnesota Valley Country Club in Bloomington, Minn. 
Deadline for nominations is September 18. To nominate someone 
online, please visit http://www.northern.usta.com/news_media/
award_nomination_form/. Questions, please contact Lisa Mushett 
at mushett@northern.usta.com or at (952) 358-3282.

tim and tom wynne to receive unD’s clifford award
Congratulations to Tim and Tom Wynne (Grand Forks, N.D.) as 

they have been named co-recipients of University of North Dakota’s 
Clifford Award. The Clifford Award was established to honor former 
UND President Thomas J. Clifford and recognizes UND alumni who 
serve as athletics coaches at the high school or collegiate level and 
have been notably successful in their sport. They will be honored as 
part of the UND Athletics Hall of Fame ceremony on October 31, 2015. 

nominations Being accepted For no-cut coaches all-star team 
The USTA has increased efforts in support of high school tennis 

across the country, and would like to recognize those that go 
above and beyond by honoring a team of All Star No-Cut Coaches 
at the high school level. One coach from each USTA Section will be 
selected for the National No-Cut All-Star team. The winner from USTA 
Northern will receive a plaque and a $500 grant for their school team! 
To nominate a deserving coach, visit http://form.jotformpro.com/
form/52243852074958. The deadline for submissions is Sept. 4. 

Four to Be Inducted Into usta northern hall of Fame
Bill Babcock (Minneapolis, Minn., now of London, England), Fred 

Budde (Eagan, Minn.), the late John Mueller (Minneapolis, Minn.) 
and Steve Paulsen (Apple Valley, Minn.) make up the USTA Northern 
Hall of Fame Class of 2015. All four will be honored Friday, Oct. 2 at 
the Minneapolis Club from 5:30-8:30 p.m. in downtown Minneapolis. 
Tickets are $50 a person and can be ordered by contacting Lisa 
Mushett at mushett@northern.usta.com or at (952) 358-3282.

Formerly the head of the Davis Cup and Fed Cup, Babcock currently 
is the director of all four Grand Slam tennis tournaments. Budde is a 
long-time tournament and league player and holds the USTA Northern 
record with 57 #1 adult tournament rankings. Mueller was a long time 
player, coach and volunteer and was the long-time historian for USTA 
Northern. Paulsen, a great player as well, is the current head coach for 

the Edina H.S. girls tennis team which 
has won 18 straight Minnesota state 
championships, which is the longest 
winning streak in history nationally for a 
girls tennis program.

 

Look who is Playing tennis? 
We caught former Cheers and True 

Detective star Woody Harrelson 
playing in the Twin Cities Jewish 
Tennis Association tournament in 
July. He is in the Twin Cities filming 
a movie and decided to play some 
tennis on his weekend off. Pretty 
cool!
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The Northern Tennis Foundation has selected four different 
schools as part of its 2015 Adopt-A-Team fundraising opportunity. 
The recipients are Columbia Heights (Minn.) High School, Fridley 
(Minn.) High School, Harding High School in St. Paul, Minn., and 
Humboldt High School, also in St. Paul. The fundraising goal is to 
raise at least $1,000 per school to provide much needed financial 
support for their tennis program.

The Adopt-A-Team initiative connects passionate adult tennis play-
ers with high school teams in need of additional financial resources 
to grow the sport and compete at the Varsity level. These schools 
were chosen after completing an application where they identified 
anticipated team expenses and other qualifications such as percent-
age of students who are part of the free and reduced lunch program, 
student tennis opportunities outside of the normal high school sea-
son and other obstacles facing the program like transportation and 
low participation numbers.

Last year, Richfield High School was a recipient of the grant and 
used it to buy equipment for the program including tennis rackets for 

the middle school and high school 
programs as many players did 
not have their own rackets. They 
also purchased roll-dries for the 
tennis courts. Brooklyn Center 
High School, also a 2014 recipient, 
purchased better rackets for 
the more advanced players and 

beginner rackets for the newer players as 100% of the kids had never 
played tennis before joining the team. They also created a system 
where kids can check out a racquet at the beginning of the season 
and then return it at the end of the year. The players also collectively 
picked a design for uniforms, as well as a new net for one of the courts 
and a new battery and balls for the ball machine. 

The needs are similar this year as one school hopes to use the 
money to deliver additional tennis programming opportunities 
to both the student body and current players. Another school 
plans to buy equipment and training aids for their players to learn 
basics before the start of the season. A third school has over 60 
players participating, but many cannot afford basic equipment like 
shoes, balls and racquets. The final school hopes to provide safe 
transportation home for its players because many parents cannot 
drive, as well as shoes as most cannot afford them.

To donate to the program, please visit https://www.razoo.com/
story/Friends-Of-Tennis or contact Sandy Smith at ssmith@northern.
usta.com or at (952) 358-3288.

FOUR sChOOLs seLeCTeD

for adopt-a-Team Fundraiser

C O M M U n i t Y

three awarded usta Foundation college scholarships
Congratulations to Kelly Reger (Edina, Minn.) and Peter Minton 

(Eau Claire, Wis.) who were selected to receive the USTA Foundation’s 
Dwight F. Davis Memorial Scholarship. The award is granted to two 
high school seniors who have performed with distinction and have 
actively participated in extracurricular activities, community service 
and an organized tennis program. Both Reger and Minton received 
$10,000. Also, Lisa Anderson (Aitkin, Minn.) is the winner of USTA 
Foundation College Education Scholarship which awards an $8,000 
scholarship.

upcoming Grant Deadlines
USTA Northern has a number of grants still available for 2015. 

For more information, please contact Christine Nickels at nickels@
northern.usta.com

  Community Tennis Grant deadline is September 1. Visit www.
northern.usta.com for an application.

  Matching Equipment Grants are being accepted on a rolling 
basis for in-school and after-school tennis programs. 

  FREE Equipment Grants for programs that service a population 
with greater than 50% of students who qualify for the federal 
free or reduced lunch program are also accepted on a rolling 
basis. Contact Tony Stingley at stingley@northern.usta.com for 
more information.

  10U Permanent Blended Line Grants are accepted on a rolling 
basis.

host a tennis event In september as Part of 
nickelodeon’s world wide Day of Play

Host a tennis event in September and take advantage of media spots 
on Nickelodeon! Register your event at www.youthtennis.com/host. 

Great networking opportunities available!
Join the USTA Northern CTA/NJTL Networking Group on Facebook 

to post questions and ideas you have for peer feedback at http://
on.fb.me/1NFyyic. 

Save the date for the USTA National Tennis Development Work-
shop November 5-8, 2015, in San Diego, Calif. 

The city of Rosemount, 
Minn., celebrates the grand 
opening August 12 of four 
new courts at Erickson Park 
in May.
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j U n i O r s

Christian Ruas of Minneapolis, Minn., and the Fred Wells Tennis 
and Education Center in St. Paul, Minn., was named a national winner 
of the 2015 USTA Foundation’s Arthur Ashe Essay Contest for the Boys 
18s division. Ruas received an all-expense paid trip for him and a guest 
to New York City where they attended the 2015 Arthur Ashe Kids Day 
on August 28, as well as toured New York City and were honored at a 
luncheon with former New York City Mayor David Dinkins.

This year’s contest focused on one of the co-founders of National 
Junior Tennis & Learning program, Charlie Pasarell, and asked the 
question, “Who is a local NJTL hero in your community that resembles 
what Mr. Pasarell has done through NJTL?” Here is Ruas’ winning 
essay:

“Athletes should not only be skilled at their sport, but also be 
willing to give their all to help others in that sport. Whether that be 
children who wanted to begin playing that sport or helping a whole 
community, or even a whole nation or the entire world. These traits 
of an athlete have never been better exemplified than by the Puerto 
Rican tennis player Charlies Pasarell. Pasarell was not only gifted, 
winning many tournaments, but also being one of the founders of 
the NJTL, whose goal is to help children not only succeed on the 

court but also in life. The person I feel shares traits with Pasarell is my 
coach from Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center, Austin Lehman.

Austin is not only a skilled tennis player, but he is one of the best 
coaches I have ever had. He has been there for me the past nine years. 
He is one of my biggest inspirations and I aspire to become at least 
half as good as coach as he is. Throughout the years, he has made me 
a better player and better person. Not only is he an incredible coach, 
he is also not afraid to try new things and create new activities for his 
athletes. 

Austin created a new leadership program called Boys Leadership 
Team. As the name suggests, we are taught leadership skills that we 
can take with us for the rest or our lives. Not only do we do things 
related to tennis, but Austin also branched out and brought amazing 
spoken-word artists to teach the members of boys’ leadership about 
spoken word. It was an incredible experience, and it raised my respect 
for Austin to a whole new level. 

Austin is truly someone I respect and admire. He is kind, fun and 
just about everything about him is good. He is always smiling and 
energetic. He is my choice for local NJTL hero, and I do not think 
anyone else deserves the honor more than him.”

the 2015 usta northern arthur ashe essay contest winners
Congratulations to the following National Junior Tennis & Learning players who were named winners of the 2015 USTA Northern Arthur 

Ashe Essay Contest. They, like Ruas, were all eligible for the National contest and received a plaque for winning.

AGe nAMe CiTy sTATe nJTL

 B10 Luke Hawkins Minneapolis MN InnerCity Tennis

 G10 Maggie Kelleher Minneapolis MN InnerCity Tennis

 B12 Yuxuan Qian Sioux Falls SD Sioux Falls Tennis Association

 G12 Danica Hubers Sioux Falls SD Sioux Falls Tennis Association

 B14 Angel Aquilar St. Paul MN Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center

 G14 Sarena Horng Minneapolis MN Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center

 B16 Demetrius Lewis Minneapolis MN Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center

 G16 Hartun Fassan Minneapolis MN Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center

 B18 Christian Ruas Minneapolis MN Fred Wells Tennis & Education Center

ChRiSTiAN RUAS
Wins nATionAL
Arthur Ashe Essay Contest

Christian Ruas (l) and Austin Lehman






